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sponges, star-fish, gorgons, sea-anemones, and madrepores
as animals'? Even in the present day micrographers who
study the microscopic beings proper to vegetable and animal
infusions, such as the monads, polypoid worms, and nume-
rous others, find the utmost difficulty in assigning these
creatures to such or such a kingdom, and they sometimes
decide rather arbitrarily upon placing them among animals
or plants.

From all the considerations, all the facts which we have
just advanced, we conclude that the sensibility of plants is
not to be contested, since no one can think of denying that
privilege to certain zoophytes which can with difficulty be
distinguished from vegetables.

"We see an imposing tree, a stately oak with sturdy
branches, growing on the sea coast. Not far off, on the sand
of the shore, lies a star-fish flung there by the waves. A few
yards below, on the surface of the water, floats a sponge, a
branch of coral, a madrepore. When the icy wind blows,
when the hurricane lifts the angry waves, which is it, the
animal or the plant that will manifest sensibility to the
tempest 1 The sponge, the coral, the madrepore will remain
as indifferent to the fury of the elements as the rock in which
they are incrusted, or as the pebble on which the star-fish
stretches out its four motionless arms. But, the majestic oak
will shudder at every gust of the tempest; he will bend his
branches and shut up his leaves to shelter himself from the
icy blast or the furious storm; and a mere glance at his
attitude will indicate to you that an abnormal perturbation